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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A [[C]]ceramic colorant[[s]] in the form of a suspension[[s 
of|] , the colorant comprising particles of colorant [[have]] having nanometric dimensions in 
which the solvent of the suspension is a high-boihng alcohol selected from the group consisting 
of diethvlene plvcol ethylene glycol, and polyethylene glycol, and wherein the suspension 
includes an appropriate amount of water to facihtate hydrolysis . 

2. (Currently Amended) The ceramic colorant[[s]] according to Claim 1 , in which 
the particles have dim e nsions diameters of between 5 run and 600 nm. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The colorant[[s]] according to Claim 1, in which the 
nanometric particles are chosen in the group consisting of: 

M"m" 2O4, where M" is chosen in the ^oup consisting of Fe", Zn, Co, Ni, Mn, 
and is chosen in the group consisting of Fe"^ Al, Cr, Mn, C0AI2O4, Ti(Sb,Cr)Oa 
TiSb07. TiCr07 . (Zr,Pr)Si04 ZrSiO^. PrSiO^ . (Zr,V)Si04 ZrSiO^, VSiO^ . (AlCr)203, 
f ALCr) MO a AIMO. (where M = Y, Nd. Sm. Eu. Gd. Tb. By. Ho. Er. Tm. Yb). CrMO^ 
(where M = Y, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, Yb), CaSni.xCrxSiOs, Ti(Sb,Ni)0^ 
TiSb09. TiNi07 . (Zr,V)Oa ZrO.. VO7 . (Sn,V)0^ Sn07. WOr . Sni.xCrxOs-x/a (where x is 
comprised between 0.01 and 0.1), Au^, Ag^, Cu^. 

5. (Currently Amended) A process for the preparation of ceramic colorants 
according to Claim 1. in which , the process comprising the steps of : 

[[- to]] adding salts of desired metals to a known volume of alcohol to form a 
solution th e r e are added th e salts of th e d e sired m e tals, and; 

heating under stirring the solution is th e n h e at e d xmder stirring up to complete 
solubilization of the salts[[.]]; 

[[- ]] adding an appropriate amount of water is add e d in appropriat e amounts for 
facihtating hydrolysis of the salts[[, and]]; 

heating the solution is heat e d up to a temperature higher than 150°C[[.]] for 
furthering the hydrolysis and to form a suspension: 
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[[- ]] cooling the suspension to room temperature once the hydrolysis r eaction is 
complete d, th e susp e nsion that has form e d is l e ft to cool to room t e mperatur e ,; 

[[- ]] utilizing one of dialysis and ultrafiltration to perform at least one of 
eliminating the salts and replacing the solvent the suGpension thus obtain e d is subj e ct e d 
to dialysis or ultrafiltration to e liminat e th e salts and/or to r e place th e solvent ; 

[[- ]] centrifuging p ossibly the suspension is c e ntrifug e d, and to form a precipitate 
the pr e cipitate is coll e ct e d and dri e d . 

6. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 5 for th e pr e paration of c e ramic 
colorants according to Claim 1, in v^hich further including the steps of : 

adding t h e r e are rapidly add e d th e reagents (solutions of salts of metals) to a polar 
solvent previously brought to the desired temperature of hydrolysis[[, and]]; 

th e n th e susp e nsion is brought bringing the suspension to room temperature[[,]]; 

and 

dehydrating the reaction environment is d e hydrat e d with dehydrating agentsrfe^ 
proc ee ding as specifi e d in Claim 5 . 

7. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 5 further including the steps of ^ 
th e preparation of ceramic colorants according to Claim I, in which : 

[[- ]] dissolving t he salts are dissolv e d in the high-boiling alcohol at an adequate 
temperature; 

[[- ]] adding an unmixable solvent is add e d to the high-boiling alcohol to form an 
emulsion of micelles of nanometric dimensions; 

[[- ]] adding the n e c e ssary an appropriate amount of water is added to the 
suspension under stirring to facilitate hydrolysis , allowing it to react at a temperature 
higher than 120°C; Mid 

[[- ]] cooling the suspension it is th e n left to cool to room temperatureHhen 
proce e ding as sp e cified in Claim 5 . 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 
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11. (Canceled) 

1 2. (New) The process of Claim 5 further including the step of collecting and drying 
the precipitate to obtain the colorant in the form of a powder. 

1 3 . (New) The colorant prepared by the process of Claim 1 2 wherein the colorant is 
in the form of powder. 
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